
Employer Liability? 
The Accidental and Tragic Death of a Staff 

Member
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30 year old staff 
member 

electrocuted pulling 
sailboat out of 

water.

F. Lachicotte (Lach) Zemp Jr. ; lzemp@roberts-
stevens.com  
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Premises Liability

• The Powerlines?
• Utility’s Easement
• NESC:  Established Boat Ramp
• Notice/Knowledge

• The Boat Ramp
• The Lease between Camp Operator and Property 

Owner:
• Operator agreed to accept full and sole responsibility for all 

operations of the camp, including the maintenance and upkeep 
of the camp property and all its “buildings, facilities, parts and 
systems . . . and all utility installations, equipment, parking 
areas, and grounds.” 

F. Lachicotte (Lach) Zemp Jr. ; lzemp@roberts-
stevens.com  
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