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Settler Colonialism 
 

“destroying to replace” 
(Patrick Wolfe) 

This document may not be reproduced without the consent of the author. WRMC 2018



 

Dene Ts’ıl̨ı̨ School 
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anti-colonial/decolonizing strategy 
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Why are we here? 

“Traditionally, ts’ǫ́daneke and ɂek’ǫ́neke (children and young 
adults) learned how to be on the land from their grandparents and 
parents. They learned by observing over time and eventually doing. 

  

Colonization (the different ways in which our lives were taken over 
by outsiders), but especially the residential school system, has 
changed life in the Sahtú. It has distanced our people from the 
land. It has disrupted how ts’ǫ́daneke and ɂek’ǫ́neke learn to be on 
the land, so that many don’t feel comfortable or confident in the 
bush. 

  

This document reflects this new reality. We are having to work in a 
different way.” 
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“Equally important for this document is 
bets’erıc̨há (respect): respect for the land, 
respect for the people we are living and learning 
with, and respect for ourselves. We believe that 
if you show respect, you will be rewarded with 
respect.” 
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Dene Ts’ıl̨ı̨ Skill:  
Ts'e ts'ı̨ɂı̨ (Getting Wood) 

Skills: Identifying a location, building trails, 
identifying dry wood, preparing the site, cutting 
the trees down safely, transporting the wood 
back to camp 

  

History/Culture: Wood is important for warmth, 
cooking, tent frames, and hide tanning. 
Traditionally, both men and women harvested 
wood. 
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“As much as there are accepted ways of doing 
things, practices are always situational, reflecting 
the particular time and place in which they occur. 
For example, there are teachings around men’s and 
women’s different responsibilities, but in some 
cases, it makes sense for women to do what is 
commonly men’s work and vice versa. This reflects 
an important reality of living on the land: multiple 
factors need to be considered when we are making 
decisions in the bush.” 
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Three main aspects of Dene ts’ıl̨ı̨ 
(being Dene): 

 
1. Identity, Language, Relationships 

2. Being at Home on the Land 
3. Healing, Spirituality, Thankfulness 
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a. Safety is so much more  
than the physical. 
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a. Legal liabilities versus  
Dene ethics of care. 
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c. Governance. 
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d. Decolonization is a journey. 

This document may not be reproduced without the consent of the author. WRMC 2018



1. Educate yourself.  
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2. Look inward. 
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3. Make connections.  
Build relations. 
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Questions? 
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