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• Not-for-profit association, founded 2001 

• Recognized by the U.S. Department of Justice and 
the Federal Trade Commission as the Standards 
Development Organization (SDO) for education 
abroad

• Members are committed to the Forum’s Standards 
of Good Practice for Education Abroad

The Forum on Education Abroad
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Goals of The Forum

1. Establish Standards of Good Practice

2. Conduct research to assess outcomes of education 
abroad and collect useful data

3. Promote excellence in curriculum design

4. Advocate for education abroad at all levels
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Membership

• Over 700 institutional members that collectively 
represent over 90% of U.S. students that study abroad

• Members are primarily U.S. colleges and universities, 
program provider organizations, overseas host 
institutions and programs, and affiliates that provide 
services to the field

• Members enjoy a wide range of benefits and services 
that help them to meet the Forum’s Standards of 
Good Practice for Education Abroad 
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Overview of the Field

Open Doors 2013
Report on International Educational 

Exchange

U.S. students studying abroad
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The Open Doors U.S. Study Abroad Survey

• Who is counted? U.S. citizens and permanent residents 
who received academic credit at their home institutions 
for study abroad

• Respondents: 880 Accredited U.S. higher education 
institutions awarding credit for study abroad 

• History: Since 1985 (annually since 1993/94)

• Timeframe: study abroad during the 2011/12 academic 
year, including summer 2012, with credit awarded upon 
return to campus

Institute of International Education. (2013). Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 
Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors
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U.S. Study Abroad, 2011/12

283,332 U.S. 
students received 
academic credit 
for study abroad 
in 2011/12, up 
slightly (3%) over 
the prior year.

Institute of International Education. (2013). Open Doors Report on International Educational 
Exchange. Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors
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Duration of Study Abroad, 1993/94- 2011/12

Short-term (summer, 
January term or 8 weeks 
or less during the school 
year)

Mid-length (one quarter, 
two quarters or one 
semester)

Long-term (academic or 
calendar year)

Institute of International Education. (2013). Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 
Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/opendoors
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Education Abroad Destinations, 2011/12

Institute of International Education. (2013). Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 
Retrieved from http://www.iie.org/Research-and-Publications/Open-Doors/Data/US-Study-Abroad
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Leading Host Countries 2011/2012

Italy 11%

Spain 9%

United 
Kingdom 12%

France 6%

Australia 3%

Germany 3%

China 5%

Other destinations 43%

Costa 
Rica 3%

Ireland 
3%

Japan 
2%

The United 
Kingdom, Italy 
and Spain host
32% of US 
students.

Institute of International Education. 
(2013). Open Doors Report on 

International Educational Exchange. 
Retrieved from 

http://www.iie.org/Research-and-
Publications/Open-Doors/Data/US-Study-

Abroad
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THE STANDARDS OF GOOD PRACTICE

FOR EDUCATION ABROAD

1. MISSION

2. STUDENT LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

3. ACADEMIC FRAMEWORK

4. STUDENT PREPARATION FOR THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT

ABROAD & RETURNING STUDENT SUPPORT

5. STUDENT SELECTION & CODE OF CONDUCT

6. POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

7. ORGANIZATIONAL & PROGRAM RESOURCES

8. HEALTH, SAFETY, SECURITY & RISK MANAGEMENT

9. ETHICS & INTEGRITY
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Focus on  Standard 8: Health, Safety, Security 
and Risk Management

The organization assures continuous attention to the health, 
safety, and security of its students, faculty, and staff, from 
program development stages through program implementation, 
by way of established policies, procedures, student orientation, 
and faculty and staff training.
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Standard 8: Health, Safety, Security and 
Risk Management

The organization assures continuous attention to the health, 
safety, and security of its students, faculty, and staff, from program 
development stages through program implementation, by way of 
established policies, procedures, student orientation, and faculty 
and staff training.

a. Health, safety, security and risk management in program 
development

b. Health issues for program students, faculty and staff
c. Safety of students, faculty and staff at all locations
d. On going risk-management review
e. Adherence to applicable laws and regulations
f. Risk assessments are conducted throughout
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a. The organization considers health, safety, security 
and risk management in program development.

i. What are the organization’s procedures for considering the safety
….?

ii. What role does the evaluation of risk, …?
iii. How does program development include evaluations of the 

experience and competence of staff in relation to …? 
iv. How does the organization consider legal and ethical issues …?
v. How does the program determine participant/staff ratio …? What 

protocols are in place …?
vi. How does program development include a vetting of all home-stay 

families?
Pages 22 – 23
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Case studies
• Read your entire case study.
• Focusing on the section assigned to your group, review 

Standard 8 (pages 22 – 25).
• Identify any queries that should have been addressed to 

avoid the situation or that would be helpful in managing 
the situation.

• Report out.
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Case Studies – Belize (1, 2, 3, 4)
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Case Studies – Chile (A, B, C, D)
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The Standards Toolbox
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The Forum’s  Critical Incident 
Database

• Available at no cost to Forum 
members

• Program identity is protected
• Annual reports will be generated 

(in the aggregate) 
• You can compare your data to the 

complete data
• Clery categories identified with 

clearly identifiable tag clery

CONTRIBUTES TO RESEARCH IN 
THE FIELD

This docum
ent m

ay not be reproduced 
w

ithout the consent of the author. 2014



© Copyright 2014. The Forum on Education Abroad, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. All rights reserved under US, 
International and Universal Copyright Conventions. Reproduction in part or whole by any method is prohibited by 
law.

Thank you!
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