


 Increase information regarding 
“Modern Day” adolescents 

 Share professional 
perspectives 

 Challenge our current beliefs 
and or practices   



 I invite you today to be 
open to the possibilities  
 through thinking differently 































 What if almost every spring,  
 as schools were drawing to a 
close, our society had 
situations in which young men 
went on shooting sprees killing 
classmates and teachers? 



















  Boys are hard wired differently than 
girls 

  They are hard wired to seek out 
adventure, danger & risk 

  Otherwise why would they do some of 
the dumbest things possible? 





The Threshold 



  When we moved from hunter/gatherers to the Agrarian 
Age, children became necessary. 

  They were a source of work and prosperity for those 
who farmed. 

  They grew up watching and being party to the work, 
their fathers did. 

  They were mentored by parents, relatives, and extended 
family members. 

  Families were intact out of need, not just for love and 
belonging. 

  Farming families needed large numbers of children to 
get the work done to live a sustainable life. 

  They were IMPORTANT. They helped plant and harvest 
the crops, get the chores done to support the family to 
receive room and board. 





  Now that children are economically 
unimportant to families in gaining food or 
goods, they are shuffled to the “waiting 
rooms of America – The Malls.” 

  Malls are a haven for kids away from home 
where parents are less involved in their day-
to-day lives and do not interact with their 
friends or see what they do often enough. 

  These children are influenced by a great 
number of things that are not appropriate 
and have little adult guidance. 



  Who are the adults adolescents 
interact with in the mall? 
– Discussion: 





  Every child we come in contact with 
looks to us to see what kind of adult 
they should be 

  Walt Disney & Mike Vance story…  



“Isn’t it great to be 
the adult the little 

boy always  
wanted to be!” 

~Walt Disney 



  Boys are spatial learners 
  Meaning that they like wide open 

spaces 
  They like throwing things 
  Throwing rocks on course… 

– DISCUSSION  
– Best Practices 



  What societal expectations do our 
boys face in the U.S.? 

– DISCUSSION 



 Boys are expected to be stoic 
 “Boys don’t cry.” 
 Boys volunteer/are drafted into 

war (OIF/OEF – Vietnam) 
 Boys are not soft 
 “Boys are rough” 



  Boys have shame in being “soft” 
  Confronting them directly with an 

audience does not work 
  Arguments will ensue 
  Protecting their “shame” 

– DISCUSSION 



 Boys are hard wired to compete 
 Not to be cooperative in 

competition 
 Boys compete by putting each 

other down 



 They sit around the camp fire  
and smell each others farts 
and laugh 

 This behavior may never 
disappear… 























  Anyway, I keep picturing all these little kids 
playing some game in this big field of rye and 
all. Thousands of little kids and nobody's 
around-nobody big mean-except me. And I’m 
standing on the edge of some crazy cliff. 
What I have to do, I have to catch everybody 
if they start to go over the cliff-I mean if 
they’re running and they don’t look where 
they’re going I have to come out from 
somewhere and catch them. That’s all I’d do 
all day. I’d just be the catcher in the rye and 
all. I know it’s crazy but that’s the only thing 
I’d really like to be. I know - it’s crazy 


