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UNDERSTANDING RISK
Jed Williamson, Sterling College
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Below are examples of what leads o the RISKS. Risk is defined as the potential to LOSE something of value to @/ hat we

need to remember is that our MOTIVATION FOR RISK is to GAIN something of value—good health, onfidence,
recognition, spiritual growth, money, friends, relationships, career move, and so forth.
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DANGER: Exposure to Perils and Hazards
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PERILS: Sources of loss HAZARDS: Situations that increase the possi@lit of loss
AN
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Conditions: Actions: l{ﬂ'glan Factors:
*]oose Rocks *Might Fall \‘\Q\ﬁ-eing In Fall Line
*Animals *Might Attack ;A\’S) *Being in Path Of
*Swift Water *Might Have to Cross }\’N‘ *Temp, Speed, Bottom, Skill, etc
« Rock CIiff « Might Climb/Rapp&  Inadequate Protection, et
ock Cli ight Clim a\gé/ nadequate Protection, etc
*Frayed Rope * Might Breakb}y * Using Over Sharp Edge
N
¢ Tectonic Plate * Might Eé;&quuake * Living in, say, Los Angeles
eLightning °Mi&€8‘t$'rke *Poor Position
eStudent Attitude (M) \d@?ght Harass ePut in Tent w/emale
eBald Tires L. Might go Flat *Driving Students
eStock Market A 'Q’ *Might go Down *Not Selling in Time
A
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PoTENTIAL CAUSES OF ACCIDENTS
IN OuTDOOR PURSUITS: A MATRIX
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Potentially Unsafe Conditions: Potentially Unsafe Acts Potential Error@udgement
Due to: Due to: Due to: «
¢ Falling objects (rocks, etc.) ¢ Inadequate protection ¢ Desi Q lease others
g 0ob) q p @Q@ p
X
* Inadequate area security * Inadequate instruction Qﬁng to adhere to a (physical,
o olitical, cultural) schedule
* Weather * Inadequate supervision &K’ * Misperception
* Equipment/Clothing * Unsafe speed (fast/slow O * New or unexpected situation
o KO (includes fear and panic)
o Swift/cold water * Inadequate in@oper * Fatigue
food/drink@ication
* Physical/psychological profile * Una ﬁéﬁzed/improper * Disregarding instincts
of participants and/or staff p ure
QJQ Designed and revised by Dan Meyer: 1979
ZJ& and Jed Williamson: 1984—2007
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