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Travel and Logistics 

Naval Academy Yukon Whitewater River Expedition 
National Outdoor Leadership School 

 
Welcome to NOLS! We are happy that you  wil l be join ing u s th is su mmer in  the Yuk on . 
The fol lowing in format ion descr ibes you r  pre- and post cou rse logist ics to better  
prepare you  for  you r  expedit ion . Please be sure to read this and all material 
pertaining to your course carefully.  
 
Meeting Place and Time 
Your  cou rse begins with  an  or ien tat ion  meet ing at  8:30 p.m. on  the even ing before the 
official cou rse star t  date. Meet you r  instru ctors and fel low students in  fr ont of the S.S. 
Klondik e (a h istor ic Yu kon River  boat dr y-dock ed on the bank s of the Yuk on ). It  is 
located in  a park  area at  the corner  of Rober t  Service Way and Second Avenue in  
Wh itehorse. The or ientat ion is 1 Ð 2 hou rs. When the or ientat ion is done, you r  
instructors depar t  and you  are responsible for  you r  own lodging. The fol lowing 
morn ing (the official cou rse star t  date) you  meet again with  al l you r  lu ggage at  the S.S. 
Klondik e at  7:30 a.m. and are dr iven to the NOLS facil i ty. Please be there on t ime with  
al l  er rands and personal bu siness completed.  
 
If plane schedu les prohibit  you  from at tending the pre-cou rse or ientat ion, please cal l  
NOLS Yu k on (867.668.3578). 
 
First and Last Day of the Course 
Du r ing the fir st  morn ing meet ing of you r  cou rse, youÕll have an oppor tun ity to 
complete any pending matters requ ired for  you r  enrollment . Al l phone calls, let ters 
and personal matters mu st be at tended to before the cou rse begins. The bu lk  of the 
morn ing is spent inspect ing and ou t fi t t ing equ ipmen t . Instru ctors check  all  equ ipment  
you  have brought to determine it s su itabil i ty for  the cou rse. Br ing everyth ing you  
th ink  you  may wan t on you r  cou rse to Wh itehorse, even if i t  differ s fr om the 
equ ipment  l ist . You r  instru ctors coach you  on the appropr iate gear  for  you r  cou rse, 
wh ich var ies with  rou te and weather  condit ions. We recommend you  leave pu rchase 
tags on any new gear  in  case you  decide it  is not what you  wan t or  need for  you r  
cou rse. NOLS then ou tfit s you  with  any addit ional equ ipment  needed. When ou t fit t ing 
and preparat ion of rat ions are completed, you  begin the dr ive to the roadhead. Some 
cou rses reach their  roadhead the fir st  n ight  while others camp along the way with  a 
two-day flat  water  canoe in trodu ct ion  session and st i ll  other  expedit ions begin  by 
flying to their  r iver  via float  plane. Ou r  canoe cou rse areas range from seven to twelve 
dr iving hou rs fr om Whitehorse. 
 
NOLS stores any excess baggage and may be able to assist  you  with  veh icle storage for  
the du rat ion  of you r  cou rse. Please cal l the branch i f you  are dr iving to the Yu kon. 
Althou gh du e care wil l be tak en , NOLS assumes no liability for  baggage or  veh icles 
wh ile stored in  Wh itehorse. It  may be possible for  you  to obtain  personal insu rance to 
cover  su ch  r isk s.  
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On the last  day of you r  cou rse we de-issu e and clean gear  and bi l l you  for  gear  ren tal, 
pu rchases, damages, or  lost  equ ipment . NOLS provides break fast  and lunch . You are 
responsible for dinner and lodging on the final day of your course. Students and 
instructors often  gather  for  a final dinner  in  Wh itehorse.  
 
Very rarely, du e to weather  or  u nforeseen cir cu mstances, a cou rse ar r ives back  at  
their  r oad head later  than planned. For  th is reason , we ask that your departure 
plans be for no earlier than the day following the official course end date. 
Logist ical chal lenges occasionally occu r  in  the Yu kon. We wou ld hate for  you  to miss 
the late fligh t  on  the final day of you r  cou rse. 
 
Getting To Whitehorse 
Whitehorse is located in  the sou thern par t  of the Yuk on Ter r i tor y in  Canada. If you  
wou ld l ik e a fr ee map and vacat ion  gu ide fr om Tou r ism Yu k on wr ite to: Tou r ism 
Yuk on, Box 2703, Wh itehorse, Yuk on , Y1A 2C6, Canada. Phone: 867-667-5340. Fax: 
867-667-3546. 
 
There are a var iety of ways to get to Wh itehorseÑ flying is the most common . There 
are often discounted airfares with Air Canada arranged through Noble Travel. For  
detai ls and ar rangements call (800) 332-4882.  
 
Most fl igh ts to Whitehorse or iginate in  Vancou ver , Br it ish Colu mbia. Both Air  Nor th  
and Air  Canada fly in to Wh itehorse seven days a week . In  the su mmer of 2006 there 
wil l be fl ights on  Air  Nor th  ou t of Calgary and Edmonton , Alber ta. There is also a fl igh t  
in to Wh itehorse fr om Ju neau , Alaska on Air  Nor th / Era Aviat ion . Mak e you r  
reservat ions ear ly to get  the best pr ice and schedu le! 
 
Entering Canada 
If you  are coming from ou tside Canada, you  wil l need iden t i ficat ion  to cross the border  
whether  you  fly or  dr ive. US citizens must now have an official passport to enter 
Canada. No other  form of ID wil l  su ffice. If you  are a US cit izen, and do not  cu rrent ly 
possess a val id passpor t , you  need to begin the process ear ly; it  can tak e a min imu m  
of 60 days from t ime of applicat ion to receive you r  passpor t . For  in format ion on  
obtain ing a US passpor t  see the US State Depar tment  web site: www.state.gov/t r avel. 
 
Residents of most  other  coun tr ies will  need to obtain  an en tr y visa before en ter ing 
Canada. Call you r  local Canadian  embassy or  consu late for  in format ion .  
 
If you  are dr iving in to Canada, br ing you r  vehicle registrat ion and proof of ownersh ip.  
 
If you  are flying in to Canada, you  wil l have to clear  Immigrat ion and Cu stoms at  the 
first  Canadian airpor t  where you  land. Even if you r  luggage is checked throu gh to 
Wh itehorse, you must collect your luggage, proceed through Customs and then 
return your luggage to the baggage handling system. Ju st  past  Cu stoms there is a 
conveyor  belt  to accept  bags already check ed through to other  dest inat ions. 
 
If you are under 18 years of age, you  will need a let ter  fr om you r  parent or  gu ardian  
au thor izing you  to t r avel in to Canada. It  shou ld indicate how and when  you  plan to 
retu rn  home as well . 
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If Delayed 
If you  wil l be delayed in  reach ing Wh itehorse, please cal l NOLS Yuk on (867.668.3578). 
On ce you r  cou rse leaves for  the bu sh , it  wi l l be impossible for  you  to join  you r  
expedit ion . If you  th ink  you r  method of t r anspor t  to Wh itehorse is at  al l unreliable, 
plan  to ar r ive a day or  two ear ly. 
 
Lodging 
Whitehorse has many lodging alternat ives. Many of the hotels have airpor t  shu tt les. 
Be su re to ask  for  Òthe NOLS stu dent  rate.Ó Here are a few su ggest ions:  
 
Hostels 
  
CanadaÕs Best  Valu e Inn- 
River  View Hotel 
($119 single, CDN) 
102 Wood St 
Wh itehorse, YT Y1A 2E3 
867-667-7801 
hotel@r iverview.ca 
 

Hi gh  Count ry Inn   
(~ $100 CDN) 
4051 4th  Ave 
Wh itehorse, YT Y1A 1H1 
867-667-4471 or    
1-800-554-4471 
www.h ighcountr yinn .yk .ca 

Hostels (~$20 CDN)  
 
Hi de on  Jeck ell 
410 Jeck ell St . 
Whitehorse, YT 
867-633-4933 
Email: 
h ide_on_jeck ell@hotmail .com  

 
 
Beez Kneez Backpack ers 
408 Hoge St . 
Whitehorse, YT 
867-456-2333 
hostel@k londik ers.com  

Gold Ru sh  Inn  (Best  Western ) 
411 Main Street  
Whitehorse, YT 
867-668-4500 
www.bestwestern .com  

 
Student Mail 
You  wil l be able to receive mail before and after  you r  expedit ion , bu t not wh ile you  are 
in  the field. Please in form family and fr iends that mail sent to you  mu st include you r  
cou rse code, which you  wil l find on you r  en rollmen t let ter .  Packages often trigger 
customs and import fees for which the recipient is responsible. Please advise 
corresponden ts to inclu de a valid retu rn address on  al l mail. Be forewarned that  
mailÑ 10 to 14 days from the U.S.  
 
The student  mail  address is:        You r  name and cou rse code (NACE xx/x x/ 2008) 
  NOLS Yu k on 
  12 B Bu rns Road 
                                 Whitehorse, Yu kon   Y1A 4Y9    CANADA.  
 
Due to the high cost of international postage and customs charges NOLS Yukon 
cannot return any late arriving parcels or forgotten items once your course ends. 
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Communication and Contact 
You  will  be ou t  of telephone contact  for  the du rat ion of you r  expedit ion. If someone 
needs to reach  you  in  case of emergency, please have them con tact  NOLS Yuk on  
(867) 668-3578. We wil l mak e al l effor ts to relay a message to you  in  the field. Fr iends 
and relat ives shou ld not expect  to hear  fr om you  u nt i l you r  cou rse is completed. 
 
Pets 
No pets of any k ind are al lowed on  NOLS cou rses. We are not able to provide 
accommodat ions for  you r  pet  wh ile you  are on you r  cou rse. 
 
Food Considerations 
NOLS cou rses supply a nu t r i t iou s and var ied diet  consist ing of assor ted dr ied foods 
and some fresh  supplemen ts. The diet  is versat ile, offer ing coun t less combinat ions 
defined on ly by individual creat ivit y. Rice, pastas, beans, flou r , cereal, nu ts, cheese, 
soups, dr ied fru its and vegetables are among the basic ingredien ts. You  wil l car r y an  
extensive spice k it . There are also a wide var iety of dr ink s avai lable among the field 
rat ions su ch as herb teas, cocoa, fru it  cr ystals and broths. Locally roasted, organ ic 
coffee is avai lable for  pu rchase at  NOLS Yuk on .  
 
If you have special dietary needs, con tact  you r  NOLS Professional Train ing (800-
710-NOLS, x.3) in  Lander . You  have the opt ion to br ing a small amount of personal 
t reats (maximu m 2 pounds) at  you r  expense and pu t  in to organ ized re-rat ion  bags. 
Items prefer red by others in  the past have been specialt y teas, chocolate, protein  bars, 
and hot sau ce. Remember that weigh t and space is l imited and for  that  r eason  you  are 
str ict ly lim ited to 2 pounds for  the du rat ion of you r  cou rse. Du e to the natu re of 
expedit ions expect  to share i f you  do br ing tr eats.  
 
Canadian Currency 
Althou gh businesses in  Canada wil l usually accept Amer ican cu rrency, the best  
exchange rate is avai lable throu gh the bank s or  cash mach ines. Money can easily be 
changed at  any major  Canadian airpor t  and at  any bank  in  Wh itehorse. In  addit ion  
some bank s in  you r  home coun try may be able to sel l you  Canadian dol lar s with  
advance not ice. The exchange rate var ies bu t the Canadian dol lar  (C$) is general ly 
wor th  between  US$0.75 and US$0.85. 
 
Fishing License 
Fish ing is opt ional; however , i f you  plan to fish on  you r  cou rse, you  mu st have a val id 
fish ing l icense. A seasonal Yuk on  l icense is rou gh ly C$37 ($30 US) and a six-day 
license is rou gh ly C$20 ($15 US). You  can bu y fish ing l icenses after  you r  in it ial  
or ientat ion meet ing.. Please have Canadian cash or  a credit  card and photo 
iden t i ficat ion  to pu rchase you r  l icense. You r  instru ctors wil l advise you  on the 
pract ical it y of fish ing, given you r  cou rse rou te and season . 
 
NOLS Administrative Headquarters 
All tu it ion paymen ts and completed enrol lment  forms shou ld be sen t to: NOLS Pro, 
284 Lincoln Street , Lander , WY 82520. Qu est ions concern ing cou rse conten t, 
enrollment , col lege credit , etc., shou ld be directed to the above address or  cal l 800-
710-NOLS, x.3, between 8:00 am and 5:00 pm, MST, Monday through Fr iday.  


